
 

 
 
 

International Ship Managers’ Association.  Registered in Cyprus No. 44773; TIN: 12044773R 
Registered Office:  284 Arch. Makarios III Avenue, Fortuna Court, Block B, CY-3105 Limassol, Cyprus 

 

 

InterManager’s recommended quantities and procedures concerning 
carriage of Medical Oxygen. 
 
 
Present regulations regarding Oxygen Carriage on board ships: 
 
International Medical Guide: 
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MFAG requirements for ships carrying dangerous goods: 

 
 
Recommendation details:  
Ship Managers wishing to improve Medical Oxygen situation on board of their vessels could 
consider  minimum carriage requirements on board all ships where casualties cannot be 
hospitalized on shore within 24 hours, in addition to the 2L/ 200 bar oxygen cylinders: 

1. Oxygen Cylinders: 2 x 40L/ 200 bar 

2. Oxygen concentrator with flow capacity of 8-10 litres/min 

 
 
Rationale:  
A study was conducted on potential and confirmed Covid-19 cases on board in the fleet of 
one manager (Anglo-Eastern Ship Management managing 650 vessels). 
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In critical cases where the oxygen saturation levels of the patient had dropped below required 
levels, medical oxygen was administered. All the cases where administration of medical 
oxygen was required were either disembarked or had to be medically evacuated for further 
management at a tertiary care setup. 
 
Highlights of three critical cases: 
 

Critical Cases Case I Case II Case III 

Oxygen 
administered 

1-2L/ min 
intermittently till 
disembarkation 

5L/ min intermittently 
during the initial period 
followed by continuous 
administration for few 
hours before 
disembarkation 

6L/ min (SpO2 was 80%) 

2L/ min (SpO2 was > 96%) 

Later at 5L/ min (to keep SpO2 
at 94% - 95%) 

Continuous for last 4-5 hours till 
Medivac 

Nearest Port Less than 24 
hours 

45-50 hours to port 72-80 hours to nearest port/ 
Medivac 

Disembarkation Was safely 
disembarked with 
SpO2 levels 
>95% 

Was safely 
disembarked with SpO2 
levels at 93% - 94% 

Was safely evacuated by 
helicopter to shore with SpO2 
levels of 94% 

Remarks Timely 
administration of 
intermittent 
oxygen carried 
out to keep 
healthy levels. It 
was known that 
vessel was close 
to shore for 
disembarking the 
crew member. 

Vessel had to proceed 
at maximum speed to 
the nearest port to 
ensure that crew 
member gets immediate 
shore assistance; and 
to ensure that oxygen 
supply does not run out. 

On Day 5, SpO2 levels of crew 
member dropped to 80%-86%, 
when ship was on trans-Atlantic 
voyage, and nearest port was 
3.5 days away. Oxygen 
administration was managed 
judiciously to ensure stable 
SpO2 levels till crew member 
was transferred ashore for 
further management. 
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At a requirement of administration of 6L/ minute oxygen to one person, a 40L/ 200 bar cylinder 
will last for just less than a 24-hour period. In case the nearest possible shore assistance is 
not available within 24 hours or if it is required to administer oxygen to multiple persons 
(probability in present Covid-19 scenario is high), present regulatory requirements of oxygen 
carriage would not suffice. Hence, mandating carriage of oxygen concentrator(s) is strongly 
recommended.  
 
Some of the Flag States have already stated optional requirements for carriage of Oxygen 
concentrator with flow capacity of 8-10 litres/min [For instance - Isle of Man Ref. MLN 4.1 
(Rev 4) Issued 30/06/21, United Kingdom MCA MSN 1905 (M+F)] 
 
Administration of medical oxygen on board of the ships to be fully consulted with 
MEDICAL RADIO. 
 

 

 


